




vfr&vko’;d
jktLFkku ljdkj

fpfdRlk f'k{kk ¼xzqi&1½ foHkkx

fo"k;%& NTA }kjk fnukad 03-05-2026 dks vk;ksftr dh tk jgh uhV ;wth ijh{kk&2026 ds
lQy ,oa lqO;ofLFkr vk;kstu ds lacaèk esaA

lanHkZ%&  egkfuns’kd]  jk"Vªh;  ijh{kk  ,tsUlh]  ubZ  fnYyh  dk  i=  fnukad  18-04-
2026 ,oa ,uVh, }kjk izsf"kr PPT ds Øe esaaA

mijksDr fo"k;kUrxZr lanfHkZr i= ds Øe esa jk"Vªh; ijh{kk ,tsUlh] uÃ fnYyh }kjk fnukad
03-05-2026 dks uhV ¼;wth½ ijh{kk&2026 dk vk;kstu jkT; ds 25 ftyksa ;Fkk vtesj] vyoj]
ckjka]  ckM+esj]  Hkjriqj]  HkhyokM+k]  chdkusj]  fpÙkkSM+x<]  pw:] nkSlk]  èkkSyiqj]  guqekux<+]  t;iqj]
tSlyesj]  >qU>quwa]  tksèkiqj]  djkSyh]  dksVk]  ukxkSj]  ikyh]  lokÃekèkksiqj]  lhdj]  fljksgh]
Jhxaxkuxj ,oa mn;iqj lfgr dqy 611 fu/kkZfjr ijh{kk dsUæksa ij fd;k tk jgk gSA

mDr lEcU/k esa lanfHkZr i= e; PPT dh Nk;kizfr layXu dj funsZ’kkuqlkj fuosnu gS fd
mDr ijh{kk ds lQy ,oa lqO;ofLFkr vk;kstu gsrq vkids foHkkx ls lacaf/kr fcUnqvksa ij vko’;d
dk;Zokgh gsrq lacaf/kr dks funsZf’kr djkus dk Je djkosaA   

layXu%&mijkssDrkuqlkjA  
 

¼fu’kk ehuk½
la;qDr 'kklu lfpo

vfrfjDr eq[; lfpo]
mPp ,oa rduhfd f’k{kk foHkkxA
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&
Øekad%& F.16(23)ME/Gr.1/2026-05091
t;iqj] fnukad%& ;Fkk gLrk{kfjr

RajKaj Ref No.: 
21799085

M e-Sign

Digitally signed by Nisha Meena
Designation : Joint Secretary To
Government
Date: 2026.04.24 21:02:35 IST
Reason: Approved

Signature Not Verified



N A T I O N A L  T E S T I N G  A G E N C Y
Ministry of Education, Government of India

Preparations for NEET(UG) 2026
Examination

April 2026  |  Review Meeting



N A T I O N A L  T E S T I N G  A G E N C Y

NEET-UG 2025
Scale of Examination

Key Facts & Figures

22.76 L+
Candidates Registered

22.09 L+
Candidates Appeared

552
Cities (excl. international)

5,468
Exam Centres

Scale of NEET UG 2025

✏

Pen & Paper Mode
Conducted throughout the country in traditional Pen 

& Paper (OMR) format

4th 
May

Single Day, Single Shift
Examination held in a single day in a single shift 

across all centres

552
Cities

Exam cities across India (excluding international 
centres)

5,468
Exam Centres

Examination centres spread across 552 cities in India

Source: NTA NEET-UG 2025 Official Data
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NEET-UG 2026
Exam Overview

Key Dates & Facts

22.79 L
Registered Candidates

552
Exam Cities

3 May 2026
Exam Date

2 PM – 5 PM
Exam Timing

NEET UG 2026 
Examination Mode
Pen & Paper (OMR) mode throughout the country on 3rd May 2026

Exam Schedule
Single day, single shift — 02:00 PM to 05:00 PM

Exam Coverage
552 cities across all States & UTs of India

Candidate Registration
~22.79 lakh candidates registered across all States & UTs

Registration Window
08 Feb 2026 – 11 Mar 2026, extended to 13 Mar 2026 based on student 
feedback

Source: NTA NEET-UG 2026 Official Data
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NEET-UG 2026
Candidate Registration

State & UT-wise Distribution

22,79,743
Total Registered

5,509
Exam Centers

538
Cities

37
States / UTs

Top 10 States by Registered Candidates

Uttar Pradesh 356K

Maharashtra 223K

Rajasthan 209K

Bihar 153K

Karnataka 146K

Tamil Nadu 142K

Madhya Pradesh 118K

Kerala 114K

West Bengal 109K

Gujarat 79K

Source: NTA NEET-UG 2026 Registration Data
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NEET-UG 2026
Examination Centers

State & UT-wise Distribution

5,509
Total Centers

538
Cities Covered

37
States / UTs

22.79 L
Candidates Registered

Top 10 States by Number of Exam Centers

Uttar Pradesh 760

Rajasthan 603

Maharashtra 588

Karnataka 401

Bihar 325

Tamil Nadu 304

Madhya Pradesh 283

Kerala 273

West Bengal 219

Gujarat 210

Source: NTA NEET-UG 2026 Registration Data
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P R I O R I T I E S

Operational Priorities
for NEET UG 2026

NEET UG 2026

Zero Leak  •  Zero Disruption  •  Zero 
Unfair Means

Operational Priorities for NEET UG 2026
Secure Examination Ecosystem
Ensure leak-proof question paper handling across the 
entire lifecycle

Smooth Conduct at Scale
Guarantee seamless operations across ~5,500+ exam 
centres nationwide

Prevent Malpractice
Deploy measures to prevent use of unfair means at all 
stages

Inter-Agency Coordination
Strengthen coordination between NTA, State, Police 
and District authorities
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C H A L L E N G E S

Key Challenges in
Conducting NEET UG 
2026
NEET UG 2026

Key Challenges in Conducting NEET UG 2026
Question Paper Security
Maintaining security of QPs across the entire lifecycle 
— printing to OMR return

Examination Scale
~22.8 lakh candidates across ~5,500 centres demands 
precision logistics

Multi-Agency Complexity
Coordinating across NTA, States, Districts, Police and 
postal networks

Organised Malpractice
Rising threat from organised cheating networks and 
digital impersonation



N A T I O N A L  T E S T I N G  A G E N C Y

R I S K  A N A L Y S I S

Risk Points Across
Question Paper 
Lifecycle
NEET UG 2026

Printing Press → Postal Transport → 
Banks → Districts → Centres → OMR 

Return

Risk Points Across Question Paper Lifecycle
Transit Vulnerability
Risk of interception or tampering during transport 
between nodes

Storage Breaches
Weak-room security lapses at banks, district stores and 
exam centres

Centre-Level Leaks
Internal collusion or negligence at exam centres posing 
leak risk

Reverse Logistics Risks
OMR sheet collection and transport to NTA — final 
vulnerability window
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S E C U R I T Y

Multi-Layered
Security Framework

NEET UG 2026

Multi-Layered Security Framework
Pre-Exam
Secured printing protocols with restricted access and 
digital audit trails

Transit
India Post + Police escort for all question paper 
consignments

Storage
Strong rooms with 24×7 CCTV surveillance and dual-
key access

Exam Day
Uniformed police deployment, biometric frisking and 
jamming devices
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S T A T E  R O L E

Why State Support
is Critical

NEET UG 2026

Why State Support is Critical
Constitutional Mandate
Law & Order is a State subject — State Police are 
primary enforcement authority

Ground Execution
Actual delivery runs through District Administration 
and Police machinery; Contingency Planning – 
Weather, Power cuts, medical

Local Intelligence
State agencies have ground-level intelligence critical for
threat assessment

Partnership Model
NEET UG success directly depends on active State-NTA 
partnership
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S T A T E  A S K S

Key Asks from
State Governments

NEET UG 2026

Key Asks from State Governments
Police Protection
Deploy police for QP transit, Banks, strong room 
guarding and exam centre security

Centre Finalisation
Timely approval of exam centres — avoid coaching-
linked or high-risk venues

Committee Activation
Activate State-Level (SLCC) and District-Level (DLCC) 
Coordination Committees

Daily Monitoring
DMs and SPs to personally review preparedness daily 
in the run-up to the exam
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E L E C T I O N S

Special Coordination 
for
Election-Going States
NEET UG 2026

NEET: 3rd May  |  Vote Counting: 4th May

Special Coordination for Election-Going States
Avoid Centre Overlap
Ensure exam centres and counting centres are not the 
same venues

No Paramilitary Conflict
Request that paramilitary forces don’t occupy the exam
centres on exam day

Centre Availability
Confirm availability of all centres on exam day

Advance Coordination
Begin State-NTA coordination at least 2 weeks before 
the exam date
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D I S T R I C T  A D M I N

Role of District
Administration

NEET UG 2026

Role of District Administration
Centre Verification
Physical inspection of all exam centres for 
infrastructure readiness

Security Planning
Joint planning with SP for police deployment at each 
centre

Risk Assessment
Intelligence-based identification of high-risk centres 
and individuals

Strong Room Oversight
DM-level oversight of strong room sealing, surveillance 
and access logs

Daily Review
Daily preparedness review in the 72 hours before exam
day
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M A L P R A C T I C E

Preventing 
Malpractice
& Leak Networks
NEET UG 2026

Preventing Malpractice & Leak Networks
Coaching Centre Surveillance
Continuous monitoring of coaching institutes known 
for exam malpractice

Digital Monitoring
Track social media platforms and online groups for 
early leak signals

Repeat Offender Tracking
Maintain and act on database of known repeat 
offenders and solvers

Local Intelligence
Utilise ground-level informants for proactive threat 
identification
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S U M M A R Y

Summary of
Key Expectations

NEET UG 2026

Collective accountability is essential

Summary of Key Expectations
Secure QP Lifecycle
End-to-end security from printing press to OMR return 
to NTA

Centre Readiness
All ~5,500 centres verified, equipped and staffed 
before exam day

Adequate Security
Sufficient police deployment at every centre and 
transit node; Frisking by State Police/Homeguards

Malpractice Vigilance
Strict pre-exam surveillance against organised cheating 
networks

Election Coordination
Seamless coordination in election states to avoid any 
centre conflict
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Z E R O  T O L E R A N C E

Zero Tolerance
Areas

NEET UG 2026

Non-negotiable — immediate escalation 
required

Zero Tolerance Areas
Paper Leaks
Any leak at any stage triggers immediate criminal 
action and re-examination

Coaching-Linked Centres
Centres with known coaching nexus will not be 
permitted

Security Lapses
Any lapse in strong room, transit or centre security 
treated as criminal negligence

Unauthorised Access
No unauthorised personnel in or near exam premises 
— zero exceptions

Social Media Leaks
Any QP content online triggers FIR and cyber-crime 
investigation






