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. NATIONAL TESTING AGENCY
Ministry of Education, Government of India

Preparations for NEET(UG) 2026

Examination




Scale of NEET UG 2025

NEET-UG 2025 ath

May

Scale of Examination

Pen & Paper Mode Single Day, Single Shift

Conducted throughout the country in traditional Pen Examination held in a single day in a single shift
& Paper (OMR) format across all centres

Key Facts & Figures

22.76 L+

Candidates Registered

22.09 1+ 552 5,468

Candidates Appeared

Cities Exam Centres
552 Exam cities across India (excluding international Examination centres spread across 552 cities in India
Cities (excl. international) centres)

5,468

Exam Centres

Source: NTA NEET-UG 2025 Official Data




NEET-UG 2026

Exam Overview

Key Dates & Facts

22.791L

Registered Candidates

552

Exam Cities

3 May 2026

Exam Date

2PM-5PM

Exam Timing

NEET UG 2026

® | Examination Mode
Pen & Paper (OMR) mode throughout the country on 3rd May 2026

Exam Schedule
Single day, single shift — 02:00 PM to 05:00 PM

® | Exam Coverage
552 cities across all States & UTs of India

Candidate Registration
~22.79 lakh candidates registered across all States & UTs

® | Registration Window

08 Feb 2026 — 11 Mar 2026, extended to 13 Mar 2026 based on student
feedback

Source: NTA NEET-UG 2026 Official Data



Top 10 States by Registered Candidates

N E ET—UG 2026 Uttar Pradesh

356K

: : . Maharashtra 223K

Candidate Registration
State & UT-wise Distribution Rajasthan _ 209K
22,79,743

_ Karnataka 146K
Total Registered
;505 _—

’

Exam Centers Madhya Pradesh LE
538 =
Cities

west e | >

37

States / UTs

Gujarat 79K

Source: NTA NEET-UG 2026 Registration Data




NEET-UG 2026

Examination Centers

State & UT-wise Distribution

5,509

Total Centers

538

Cities Covered

37

States / UTs

22.791L

Candidates Registered

Top 10 States by Number of Exam Centers

760

Uttar Pradesh

Rajasthan

88

(9, |
2]
o
w

Maharashtra

Karnataka 401

Bihar 325

Tamil Nadu 304

Madhya Pradesh 283

N I

~N
w

Kerala

West Bengal 219

Gujarat 210

Source: NTA NEET-UG 2026 Registration Data



PRIORITIES

Operational Priorities
for NEET UG 2026

NEET UG 2026

Zero Leak e Zero Disruption e Zero
Unfair Means

Operational Priorities for NEET UG 2026

Ensure leak-proof question paper handling across the
entire lifecycle

Guarantee seamless operations across ~5,500+ exam
centres nationwide

Deploy measures to prevent use of unfair means at all
stages

Strengthen coordination between NTA, State, Police
and District authorities



Key Challenges in Conducting NEET UG 2026

Question Paper Security
Maintaining security of QPs across the entire lifecycle

— printing to OMR return

Key Challenges in
Conducting NEET UG
2026

Examination Scale
~22.8 lakh candidates across ~5,500 centres demands

precision logistics

NEET UG 2026
Multi-Agency Complexity

Coordinating across NTA, States, Districts, Police and
postal networks

Organised Malpractice
Rising threat from organised cheating networks and

digital impersonation




Risk Points Across Question Paper Lifecycle

Transit Vulnerability
Risk of interception or tampering during transport

between nodes

Risk Points Across
Question Paper
Lifecycle

Storage Breaches
Weak-room security lapses at banks, district stores and

exam centres

NEET UG 2026

Centre-Level Leaks
Internal collusion or negligence at exam centres posing

leak risk

Reverse Logistics Risks
OMR sheet collection and transport to NTA — final

vulnerability window




Multi-Layered Security Framework

Pre-Exam
Secured printing protocols with restricted access and
digital audit trails

Multi-Layered
Security Framework

Transit
India Post + Police escort for all question paper
consignments

NEET UG 2026
Storage
Strong rooms with 24x7 CCTV surveillance and dual-
key access

Exam Day
Uniformed police deployment, biometric frisking and
jamming devices




Why State Support is Critical

Constitutional Mandate
Law & Order is a State subject — State Police are
primary enforcement authority

Why State Support
is Critical

Ground Execution
Actual delivery runs through District Administration
and Police machinery; Contingency Planning —

Weather, Power cuts, medical
NEET UG 2026

Local Intelligence
State agencies have ground-level intelligence critical for
threat assessment

Partnership Model
NEET UG success directly depends on active State-NTA
partnership




Key Asks from State Governments

Deploy police for QP transit, Banks, strong room
STATE ASKS guarding and exam centre security

Key Asks from
State Governments

Timely approval of exam centres — avoid coaching-
linked or high-risk venues

NEET UG 2026

Activate State-Level (SLCC) and District-Level (DLCC)
Coordination Committees

DMs and SPs to personally review preparedness daily
in the run-up to the exam




Special Coordination for Election-Going States

Avoid Centre Overlap
Ensure exam centres and counting centres are not the
same venues

Special Coordination

for No Paramilitary Conflict
Request that paramilitary forces don’t occupy the exam

Election-Going States | centres on exam day

NEET UG 2026

Centre Availability

Confirm availability of all centres on exam day

Advance Coordination
Begin State-NTA coordination at least 2 weeks before
the exam date




Role of District Administration

Centre Verification
Physical inspection of all exam centres for
infrastructure readiness

Role of District
Administration

Security Planning
Joint planning with SP for police deployment at each
centre

Risk Assessment
Intelligence-based identification of high-risk centres
and individuals

NEET UG 2026

Strong Room Oversight
DM-level oversight of strong room sealing, surveillance
and access logs

Daily Review
Daily preparedness review in the 72 hours before exam
day




Preventing Malpractice & Leak Networks

Coaching Centre Surveillance
Continuous monitoring of coaching institutes known

for exam malpractice

Preventing
Malpractice
& Leak Networks

Digital Monitoring
Track social media platforms and online groups for
early leak signals

NEET UG 2026
Repeat Offender Tracking

Maintain and act on database of known repeat
offenders and solvers

Local Intelligence
Utilise ground-level informants for proactive threat

identification




Summary of Key Expectations
Secure QP Lifecycle

End-to-end security from printing press to OMR return
to NTA

Summary of
Key Expectations

Centre Readiness
All ~5,500 centres verified, equipped and staffed
before exam day

Adequate Security
Sufficient police deployment at every centre and
transit node; Frisking by State Police/Homeguards

NEET UG 2026

Malpractice Vigilance
Strict pre-exam surveillance against organised cheating
networks

Election Coordination
Seamless coordination in election states to avoid any
centre conflict




Zero Tolerance Areas

Paper Leaks
Any leak at any stage triggers immediate criminal
action and re-examination

Zero Tolerance
I{E

Coaching-Linked Centres
Centres with known coaching nexus will not be
permitted

Security Lapses
Any lapse in strong room, transit or centre security
treated as criminal negligence

NEET UG 2026

Unauthorised Access
No unauthorised personnel in or near exam premises
— zero exceptions

Social Media Leaks
Any QP content online triggers FIR and cyber-crime
investigation
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National Testing Agency

Abhishek Singh, 1as

Director General
D.O. No. 19/NTA/NEET(UG)/2026 Dated: 18% April, 2026

Pon S | ebn

Kindly refer to the meeting convened by Home Secretary on 10™ April, 2026 regarding conduct of

the NEET (UG) 2026 examination on 3 May 2026 from 02:00 PM to 05:00PM in around 552 cities and 14
international cities for lakhs of candidates across the country, Considering the scale, sensitivity, and
national importance of this examination, close coordination with State and District authorities is essential to
ensure that the examination is conducted in a fair, secure, and malpractice-free manner.

We sincerely appreciate the continued support extended by the State Level Coordination Commiltees
(SLCCs) and District Level Coordination Committees (DLCCs) during previous examinations. We seek your
continued cooperation and proactive involvement for the successful conduct of NEET (UG) 2026.

In this regard, the following measures are requested to be ensured at the State and District levels:

1. Functionaries and Coordination

Ensure that the SLCC meeting is convened before 23 April and strategies to prevent examination-
related malpractices.

Ensure proper constitution and effective functioning of DLCCs under the supervision of the District
Magistrate/Collector and Superintendent of Police.

Direct the District Collector to nominate a Nodal Officer for a cluster of 3—4 centres.

Ensure that a Nodal Police Officer is appointed for each examination centre.

2. Security of Question Papers

The movement of the Question Paper Trunks and other confidential material will be done by the
Department of Post throughout the country through Air and Road mode of transport. To maintain
the security of the confidential material during their movement, necessary police escort may be
provided from the receiving hub to the custodian banks. This is expected to be done between 21%
April and 30™ April 2026.

For this purpose, a Nodal Officer for the State may be nominated for necessary coordination with
the Department of Posts. The Nodal Officer from the Department of Posts is Dr. Annu Paul, Add
General Manager, DoP (9478101644),

Question Paper (QP) trunks will be delivered to designated custodian banks prior to the
examination date (tentatively one week before the exam).

City Coordinators (CCs) shall visit the custodian banks to verify receipt and integrity of the
consignments.

uge Hivre, TewangH!-gRIEd fafed, sireren defReae weée, 7% fRiewht -110020

First Floor, NSIC-MDBP Building, Okhla Industrial Estate, New Delhi -110020 (=

CELE

RRATING

THE MAMATHA

TH/Telephone: 011-69095-217 JFHTSS/Website: www nta acin £ @ e-mail: dooffice@nta ac.in

C} Scanned with OKEN Scanner



3. Safe Transportation and Storage of Question Papers

= Centre Superintendents (CSs), under the supervision of City Coordinators (CCs) and with police
escort, shall collect QP trunks from banks and transport them in sealed vehicles to the examination
centres on 3™ May, 2026 to ensure that they reach centre on time.

» (QPs shall be stored in strong rooms at the centres under CCTV surveillance with round-the-clock
armed police security.

4. Frisking Protocols and Crowd Management

* Deploy adequate frisking personnel (Police/lHome Guards/Private Security) with the following
arrangements (Dual-layer frisking):

* First layer: Police/Home Guards before entry to the centre gate

* Second layer: Private security as the contract with NTA provided by M/s
Innovatiview India Ltd. after entry inside the gate.

» Ensure sufficient deployment of police personnel outside centres for crowd management and
surveillance.

5. Conduct of Examination

* QP trunks shall be removed from strong rooms by Centre Superintendent at around 1:00 PM on
3 May, 2026 and distributed as per NTA protocols.

* Any suspicious activities or persons in and around examination centres must be closely monitored
and acted upon promptly.

6. Post-Examination Protocols
« After completion of the examination:
o OMR answer sheets and their copies must be packed separately as per guidelines.

o Original OMR sheets shall be transported by Centre Superintendents to the designated
Collection Centre (generally CC office) under police protection.

o India Post will collect consolidated OMR trunks from CCs for onward dispatch to the central
processing hub with police escort. Necessary police protection may be provided to the
Department of Post during the reverse movement of the material to NTA Headquarters at
New Delhi.

o Office Copies of OMR sheets shall be stored overnight in strong rooms under police guard
and dispatched the following day as per protocol.

Your support in ensuring strict adherence to these measures is crucial for maintaining the integrity and
credibility of the examination system. For any clarification, my colleague, Mr. Vishwajeet Kumar, Mobile —

9560159945 & email- vishwajeel. kumar@nta.ac.in may be contacted.
Detailed operational guidelines are enclosed for ready reference.
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(Abhishek Singh)
To,

All Chief Secretaries
of all State/ UTs.
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