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D.0.No.F.26(4)(223) ICDS/ECCE National Conf.CS/ 2025-26/E-04027/ j0%
. Dated: May 06, 2026

ISy e ) Sub:- Implementation of the "Anganwadi Adoption" model by Higher
e Education Institutions (HEIs) for ECCE strengthening.

' ,f—\ Kindly refer to the letter from Ministry of Education to Secretary
' ‘) \ Department of Higher Education and DO letter by Secretary, Ministry of Women
A and Child Developmient, Government of India dated 24.02.2026 and 13.04.2026
. 3 fOPY enclosed) regarding the Strengthening of Early Childhood Care and

gaeetion  (ECCE) through Institutional Convergence
- 3@‘ gagement,

== - 4 i have the honor to refer to the directives issued following the 5th
m Nationa! Confercnce of Chief Secretaries (NCCS) regarding the theme "Early

Childhood  Care and Education: Laying the Foundation." As per the

recomm.endations of NITT Aavog, there is a vital need to integrate our state’s |
academic resources with the grassroots-level delivery of ECCE services. |
g8ls

and  Community

To achieve this,

. it is proposed that Universities and Colleges across
Rajasthan b encourag

Raj: ed to "adopt” 5 to 6 Local Anganwadi Centres. This /
initiative S to provide sustained mentorship and social service support,

particuizy y through departments such as Education, Nutrition, Social Work,
PsycbAlogy, and Public Health.

[n light of the above, I request you to ki
lic and Private Universities and Colle
Government within Rajasthan to:

ndly issue a formal advisory to ali
ges under the Central and State

» Adopt Five to Six nearby Anganwadi Centres for long-term academic and

community mentorsiip. '

\ Mandatory Integration: Formally incorporate Anganwadi engagement into
the students’ academic fieldwork, internships, dissertations and structured
community outreach programs.

\ ~ This collaboration will not only provide the Anganwadi Centres with high- -

quality academic and human resource support but will also provide students

with invaluable experiential learning and a sense of social responsibility. Women

& Child Developoment Department will provide full cooperation to the identified f
XB institutions in mapping the nearest Anganwadi Centres and facilitating the i

induction of students.

I shall be grateful for your kind support and directions to the concerned i
authorities for expeditious action in this matter.

‘ \rl) ' \,V\Vh /\L%J"‘IL"‘ Yours sincerely, ‘ :
ncl:- As Above ‘\; :
| %\ C 4 (Punam) :‘
Shri Kuldeep Ranka
Additioral Chief Secretary,
Department of Higher Education,
Government of Rajasthan,Jaim

R

%« Email : secretary.wed@rajasthan.govan

\&*
AdjNess:8G01,5508 u&ﬁ S\E%“" Jal \
f prﬁ\_. o/0141-222781
\ﬁ‘\b , D% )
% R

@ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



i \_‘:_

PRI

Ponfie \\WNY

- K LAS . '\"@E‘S&? Q:(_\\,v[., pi
\"\'a\ F E‘-}—‘-’z 2 lAinistry of ‘.-,’n;‘.‘,!'_“%.",l‘ O lndliyy
il 3386731 e I o il |
(111-23383586, 2338673 g i SR
©11.23381495 4,‘-,‘5;:(?;-. /“:W:"'
. gecy wed@nic.in A 1 D 13 April
: - S SIS Pril, 2026
S SO D SRETAS L

No. ECCE/8/2026-CPMU

Dear Chief Secretary,

As you are aware, during the recently concluded 5th National Conference of
Chiet Secretaries held in December 2025, “Early Childhood Education. Laying the
Foundation” was one of the themes. Several action items have emerged from the
conference to adopt a targeted approach for early childhood development and to
improve Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) at the grassroot level. The final
Record of Discussion on the theme, as issued by the NIT Aayog, and a statemen!
giving aclion items, targets and action taken so far are enclosed for ready reference

2. In this regard, for securing convergence with different line Minislries of Govt. of
India, | have written to respective Secretaries of Department of School Educaticn and
Literacy, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Department of Higher Education
Ministry of Rural Development. Ministry of Panchayati Raj and Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare for extending their support in implementation of action points In a

time bound manner A copy of each D.O. letter written to different line Minist

rnes I1s
enclosed.

T —p—

3. In response, Department of School Education and Literacy, vide D.O letter
dated 18.3.2026 (copy enclosed), has advised Education Departinents of all States
and UTs to facilitate the availability of space for construction of Anganwadi Centres
(AWCs) within or in close proximity to primary school premises. This may be ensured by
incorporating such provisions in construction plans or through renovation / expansion of
existing school infrastructure. They have also been advised to organise exposure visits
for children in the 5-6 years age group enrolled in Anganwadi. along with their parents
to the nearby Govt. primary schools at least twice a year to enaole interactior. wit.,
school teachers and support smooth school readiness and transition.

. T
—_ - s

4 Further, the Ministry of Rural Development, vide advisory dated 08 4. 2026 (copy
enclosed). has requested State Mission Directors to leverage Self-Help Groups (‘SHGsi 74
for promoting caregiver and community epgaggnjent in ECCE. State Rural_ Ll\{ellh(.)ot';

Missions (SRLMs) have been tasked W|th ldentlfylng r}od;l officers for qulrfjma“?;'wnf

DoWCD. organizing sensitization sessions. disseminating IEC materia bn mo tur:;m)‘ |
SHG members, and strengthening community pamcnpanin throug ) :;ion o \
activities. Other Ministries mentioned above are also about to take necessary L

their part. .
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in view of the above, | requgst you to kindly issue necessary directions 1o (.
{ of Women and Child Developms_ant to chalk out an action plan for time
\ation of the aclion items pertaining to the theme “Early Childhood
Foundation” and initiate immediate efforts on all the action
{ 1o also issue necessary direction to other related Departments

required for implementation of action iterns

-
Stale Departmen
bound implemen
Education: Laying the
points. | further reques
as their cooperation will be

6 | shall be grateful if @ progress report 1s shared with the _Mimstry by the ast date
of every month, as the consolidated status of implementation is being updated on the
dedicated CS Conference Portal by the 5th of every month Progress on thase acton
points 1s being regularly monitored by NITI Aayog and (he Cabinet Secretanal A mid-
lerm review is also lentatively scheduled for May 2026.

1. | look forward to your continued cooperation and expedilious action in s

important matter.

With regards,

Yours sincerely.

Sd/-

Encl: As above.
(Anil Malk

Chief Secretaries of all States.

Copy for information to:

1 The CEO, NITI Aayog, New Delhi. :
2 The Principal Secretary/ Secretary of Department of Women and Child Devzlupment

/ Social Welfare of the respective State or UT.
L
‘;,/\

L v l\‘._
(Anil Malik)
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