
Department of Higher Education

Government of Rajasthan

Rajiv Gandhi Scholarship for 

Academic Excellence 
At a Glance

Guidelines dated 8th June 2023



Introduction
• Hon’ble Chief Minister of Rajasthan Sh. Ashok Gehlot announced

this scheme on 20th August 2021 in commemoration of late Shri

Rajiv Gandhi, former Prime Minister of India

• In order to provide financial assistance to meritorious students of

Rajasthan to study in top foreign universities of the world.The

scheme commenced from 5th October 2021

• Currently, 249 students are selected under this scheme

• In 2023-24 budget, scholarship seats increased from 200 to 500 per

year.
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Objectives

• To assist students of Rajasthan financially to pursue higher studies

in top 150 QS World Universities

• International exposure to students for their career development

• To give priority to students having gross family income less than 8

lakh rupees/annum

• To provide better opportunities to female students by earmarking

30 % seats (Income category wise)
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• Total selections: 249

• Female students: 121

• Universities: 74 across 11 countries

• Total funds spent: 65 Crore (Approx.)

• Top Universities includes: MIT, Cambridge, Stanford, Oxford,

Harvard, Imperial College London, Caltech, UCL etc.

Current status of the Scheme ( As on 8th June 2023)

( Financial year 2021-22, 2022-23)

4
For details please refer guidelines dated 8th June-23 
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Eligibility Criteria  
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• Bonafide Resident of Rajasthan

• Less than 35 years of age on 1st July 2023

• Admitted / Obtained offer letter in top 150 World  QS ranked 

Universities as on 1st April, 2023

• All disciplines for UG, PG, PhD and Post Doc courses

• Maximum 7.5 % seats ( 37 )  for Engineering, Architecture, Medical, 

Dentistry courses at UG level

.
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INCOME CATEGORY ANNUAL ASSISTANCE* 

E1: Family gross annual income 

less than 8 Lakh

Tuition Fees and Bench fee : Max 50 lakh

Living Expenses: 12 Lakh Rupees 

One time advance of Rs 3 Lakh to candidates who will start their course 

after application on portal (adjusted against living expenses)

E2: Family gross annual income 

8 – 25 Lakh

Tuition Fees and  Bench fee: Max 50 lakh

Living Expenses: 6 Lakh Rupees

E3: Family gross annual income above 

25 Lakh

Tuition Fees and  Bench fee:  Max  50 lakh

No Living Expenses 

Maximum Financial Assistance

Students already studying at the time of their application will get proportional payment from the date of his/her application. 

*Financial help from any other source (Scholarship/Fellowship/Award/grant/any other financial help) will be deducted as per

para 10(XV) mentioned in guidelines dated 8th June 2023

6For details please refer guidelines dated 8th June-23 

https://hte.rajasthan.gov.in/online-scholarship


• IT based, hassle free portal for application, selection and payments

• 500 new seats for financial year 2023-24

• Portal will remain open until all 500 seats are exhausted or till 15th January 2024

for this financial year*

• Evaluation Dates: 30th June-2023, 21st July-2023, 15th November-2023 & 15th

January, 2024

• Each evaluation phase will be independent from other phases

• Updated status of Application/Payment/Query can be viewed

* For next financial year it will open on 1st April

Salient features 
(Portal opening and evaluation)
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Salient features
(Gross family annual income)

• Family income certificate as authenticated by the Executive Magistrate and

witnessed by two gazetted officers

• One time income from retirement benefits/gifts/income from sale of properties is

not countable for gross family income calculation

• ITRs for financial year 2022-23 will be considered

• The income earned by student and his family from/in foreign countries shall be

included

• Indemnity bond to be witnessed by two responsible persons
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• Direct payment of tuition fee/ bench fee to the university

• 'Living Expenses’ such as contingency allowance, equipment , health insurance,

accommodation, flight, visa, TCS etc. (Indicative)

• Direct payment of accommodation/ health insurance as part of living expenses

to the university for E1 and E2 category students

• One time advance of Rs 3 lakh to E1 category students before commencing

course

Salient features
(Financial Assistance)
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• Hassle free payment of living expenses in monthly instalments to E1 and E2

category students

• Student to update scholarships/ financial help etc. received from other sources

every year for new as well as existing students

• $2000 consolation prize to students availing 100% tuition fee from other

sources and no living expenses payable under this scheme

Salient features
(Financial Assistance)
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• Scholarship only once in lifetime

• One scholarship in a family however second female student of E1, E2 category may

be considered

• One time upgrade to higher QS world ranking universities

• Exchange programme/Transfer as per university policy

• Except permanent employees of Government/ financially aided institutions of

Government, other working people are eligible for scholarship

• Deferring of the course for maximum one year after selection

• Social and emotional support through Rajasthan Foundation and Pravasi Rajasthanis

Salient features
(Miscellaneous)
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Evaluation Phases for Selection 

PHASE 

NO.

EVALUATION DATES APPLICABLE

INCOME 

CATEGORIES

PREFERENCE FOR SELECTION

1 30th June 2023 E1 E1 only

2 21st July 2023 E1 & E2 E1 will be considered  first, if seats remain 

vacant then E2 will be considered 

3 15th November 2023 E1 & E2 E1 will be considered  first, if seats remain 

vacant then E2 will be considered 

4 15th January 2024 E1,E2 & E3 E1 will be considered first, if seats remain 

vacant then E2 will be considered , even if 

seats remain still vacant then only E3 will 

be considered 
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Selection Criteria for new awards

• In first phase, only E1 category students will be considered, in second and third phase priority for

selection will be in order of E1, E2 category

• In the last phase, priority for selection will be in order of E1, E2 and E3 category. E3 category will be

considered in the last phase only

• The merit of the student will be determined in order of top 150 QS World Universities ranking.

(irrespective of the course applied for)

• In case of equality of merit, preference will be given to the students of Postdoc, PhD, PG and UG courses

respectively. Even after this, in case of equal merit, the student older in age on the basis of date of birth

will be given preference.

• 30% seats (150) are earmarked for E1 and E2 category female students only. This will not apply to E3

category female students
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• Top 150 QS World ranking universities will be considered for these courses

• Apart from this, these universities shall also be included in top 25 QS

World University rankings subject wise

• The selection of students in these courses (E,A,M & D) at UG level will

be made only on the basis of 150 QS World university ranking

Selection Criteria 
for Engineering, Architecture, Medical & Dentistry courses at UG level 
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Expectations of Sate Government

• Student shall not provide any false/ misleading information or documents

• To abide by the scheme guidelines and the rules/ laws of the respective

residing country

• Research work/ paper presented/ project report during the course will have to

be submitted

• Students will seek jobs in Rajasthan on first priority basis to benefit the state

from their academic talent

• Student who applies for the “Young Intern Program” may be considered on

priority by the State Government
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• To promote culture, heritage and build image of Rajasthan state in respective

university

• To participate and encourage philanthropic activities in Rajasthan

• Student must be present mandatorily for online interaction (Video Conferences,

Zoom Meetings etc.) whenever required

• To guide prospective RGS beneficiaries

• Act as ambassadors in promoting the scheme to increase its reach and impact

• Student shall abide by the guidelines and the indemnity bond

Expectations of Sate Government
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Few glimpses of the scheme 
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Interaction with RGS beneficiaries

Name: Devashish Das, Pulkit Khandelwal, Charayu
Bhatt

At New York city (04-06-2023)

Name: Akshay Nidhi Bhati
University: University of Pennsylvania

Hon’ble Chief Minister with RGS Beneficiaries

Hon’ble Ministers with RGS Beneficiaries 18



Chief Secretary and other Senior Officials with RGS Beneficiaries
Online meeting of RGS with its Beneficiaries 
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Hon’ble Higher Education Minister reviewing the scheme



Name: Avinash Gurjar
University: University of Ednburgh

Name: Shreya Verma
University: Harvard University

Name: Vishvjeet Singh Deora
University: Queen Mary University

Name: Avani Joshi
University: University of Sheffield

Name: Hameer Jhiknaria
University: Melbourne Australia
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Name: Abhishek Charan
University: Lancaster University

Name: Devashish Taknet
University: New  York University

Name: Vishvjeet Singh Deora
University: Queen Mary University

Name: Sejal Vijay
University: Imperial College, London

Name: Akshay Nidhi Bhati
University: University of Pennsylvania
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Rajiv Gandhi Scholarship for Academic Excellence
Department of Higher Education, Rajasthan
Email: rgs.cce.info@gmail.com, rgs.cce@rajasthan.gov.in
Website: https://hte.rajasthan.gov.in/online-scholarship
Landline: 0141-2941493
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Note: Guidelines at a glance are for guidance purpose only. In case of any discrepancy, scheme guidelines dated 8th June 2023 will be followed

and department’s decision will be final.
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